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NEWS RELEASE

FORMER PRIME MINISTER OF BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA
TO CALL FOR A NEW APPROACH IN BUILDING PEACE IN BOSNIA

DAYTON, Ohio - Haris Silajdzic, former prime minister of Bosnia and Herzegovina,
will urge the international community to take a new and stronger approach to building lasting
peace and democracy in Bosnia in two public addresses on Thursday, Nov. 16.
He is expected to recommend a "program of practical measures," including the return of
refugees, the creation of a favorable environmentfor foreign investment and the need for Bosnia
and Herzegovina to meet conditions to be integrated into the European Community.
Silajdzic, founder and president of the Party for Bosnia and Herzegovina who gained
recognition for drawing attention to the suffering of civilians during the war in Bosnia, will offer
a noon address, "Building a Future for Bosnia and Herzegovina: From Destruction and Dayton
to a Durable Peace," at the Exposition Center at the Dayton International Airport. It's a
highlight of the "From Peace Grows Prosperity" Business to Business Showcase, presented by
the Dayton Area Chamber of Commerce. Reservations are $30 per person and can be made by
calling 226-8274 by Nov. 13.
He will also keynote "On the Edge of New Global Politics: Signs of a Paradigm Shift in
International Relations?" from 7 to 8:30 p.m. in room 103 of Joseph E. Keller Hall at the
University of Dayton. That panel discussion, sponsored by UD's honors and scholars
program, is free and open to the public. It will be moderated by Elvir Camdzic and include a
commentary from John H. Weiss. The two co-chair the Bosnia Coordinating Committee in the
Institute for European Studies at Cornell University.
During the panel discussion, Silajdzic will talk about dramatic changes in international
relations in the past decade, focusing on a movement toward more ethical global politics.
"We are naturally hopeful about the situation in the Balkans today with the fall of
(Yugoslavian President Slobodan) Milosevic and the passing of (Croatian President Franjo)
Tudjman. Nevertheless, the consequences of Milosevic's five-year adventure in war, genocide
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and exploitation are still around us, in Bosnia and elsewhere," said Weiss, who teaches modern
European history at Cornell. "There is an intellectual and moral rebuilding still to be done in
every country, and those of us not Balkan citizens should do everything we can to encourage it
and not retard it."
In March 1994 Silajdzic headed the Bosnian government delegation in negotiations that
concluded successfully with the Washington Agreements, which brought about the Federation of
Bosnia and Herzegovina and put an end to the fighting between the Croats and the Bosnian
government forces. In Dayton, where the final peace accords were reached, Silajdzic served as
one of the main negotiators for the Bosnian government, alongside President Alija Izetbegovic.
Silajdzic, who returned to Dayton in 1998 when the University of Dayton gave U.S.
envoy Richard Holbrooke an honorary degree for his role in brokering peace in the region, drew
international attention to massacres in Bosnia and Herzegovina and negotiated with
governments to allow almost 2 million refugees to find asylum. He continues to demand that
refugees and displaced persons be allowed to return to their pre-war homes so that the
multiethnic character of Bosnia's society can be reconstituted. His stand has angered
extremists, who made an assassination attempt in June 1996.
Besides serving as Bosnia's wartime prime minister, Silajdzic was co-chairman of the
Council of Ministers of Bosnia and Herzegovina, the power-sharing government established
under the Dayton Peace Accords, from 1996 until July 2000, when he resigned. Before the war,
Silajdzic taught philosophy in Sarajevo and Kosovo and lectured in the U.S. and Britain.
Silajdzic returns to Dayton to participate in fifth-anniversary events commemorating the
Dayton Peace Accords. This year's meetings, which will be held mostly at the Hope Hotel at
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, are attracting the largest gathering of international figures here
since the signing of the accords and will include a visit from Holbrooke, who's now U.S.
ambassador to the United Nations, according to R. Bruce Hitchner, chair of the Dayton Peace
Accords Project and director of the University of Dayton's Center for International Programs.
Other policy makers expected to attend include James O'Brien, special adviser to the
president and secretary of state for Balkan democracy; Sijepan Mesic, president of the Republic
of Croatia; Milo Djukanovic, president of the Republic of Montenegro; Ibrahim Rugova,
president of the Democratic League of Kosovo; Wolfgang Petritsch, the high representative for
Bosnia and Herzegovina; Hashim Thad, head of the Democratic Party of Kosovo; Pieter Stek,
executive director of the World Bank; Milorad Dodik, prime minister of Republika Srpsksa;
Edhem Bicakcic, prime minister of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina; and others.
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